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Final report on the training event “Alternatives to forced evictions,” WUF IV Nanjing, Nov 2008
The training event which was held on the 4th of November from 9.00-12.00 was well attended. The first part of the training which mainly comprised of lectures was open and about 50 people attended. 

The programme: 
	The lectures: 



	Promoting a rights-based approach to housing - the United Nations Housing Rights Programme
	Claudio Acioly & Rasmus Precht , UN-HABITAT



	Finding solutions to evictions worldwide
	Yves Cabannes, Advisory Group on Forced Evictions AGFE



	The right to adequate housing and the link to forced evictions
	Raquel Rolnik,  Special rapporteur for the right to adequate housing


	The cases:

	Abuja, Nigeria & Naga city, The Philippines
	Deanna Fowler – COHRE

	Rome, Italy
	Cesare Ottolini, IAI & AGFE

	Lima, Peru
	Marilu Sanchez, Estrategia & Huairou Commission


The second part of the training was a group discussion where those registered were split up into three groups of about 10 people per group. They discussed the alternatives to forced evictions. These alternatives (listed below) were afterwards presented in a final plenary session. 

Conclusions group discussion on alternatives to forced evictions
Alternatives to forced evictions:

· Anticipation through different types of cooperation (technical, exchanging of experiences before Masterplan or to “correct them”)
· Multi-actor dialogue: Communication, mediation, consultation, outputting

· Capacity building and vocational training: Providing practical tools to different actors

· Law: Dealing with eviction decisions, land and market use 

Research is required on the underlying reasons for forced evictions

· Inadequate housing: How to provide adequate housing

· Inadequate town planning schemes: Clear and concise participatory town planning, planning process and plans

· Clear demarcation of town lands: Clear demarcation and control (fencing off town lands)

· Inadequate compensation: What is fair and adequate compensation and deals

· Alternative developmental actions: Proper employment creation, education and productivity
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Wrap up by Claudio Acioly, UN-HABITAT 
This was a popular training event; it was one of the first to be fully booked. Thus it can be concluded that eviction is an important topic. It is a difficult topic and it is highly politicized. The issue of the right to adequate housing is not fully understood which was recognized by the special rapporteur for the right to adequate housing and this is the challenge that we are facing. The move towards the right based approach to housing, putting that in policy development and programs in which a variety of options will arise will respect not only the right to housing but also to prevent the massive evictions that are taking place. We are convinced that evictions are not the policy option. The effort that has been done by our partners in preparing this workshop and the fact that AGFE has been recently re-launched requires a response, maybe we should consider a follow-up of such a workshop, perhaps by widening this activity, trying to find mechanisms where we could offer such a training on how to apply certain concepts/issues/policies and approaches into real cases and practical approaches. As was also discussed during the event, there are planners struggling to hear about best practices and approaches elsewhere. It is worthwhile for all involved, IHS, UN-Habitat, Huairou commission, Serac, Cohre and our partners in the south to organize a similar training to bring this up to scale.
Wrap up by Yves Cabannes, chairperson AGFE

There indeed is a need for more training and we are glad that UN-Habitat was in accordance with this. The most important issues that were brought forward in the training were:

1. Housing and land can not be left to the market

2. Compensation, we need more information on how we can compensate

3. On-site relocation: We should not accept evictions and displacement, there are many available alternatives.

4. The dialogue with the people involved is of major importance

Finally we have to work on whether access to housing or access to land is the most essential. In my opinion access to land is crucial and access to housing is a subsequent issue.

Prepared by Maartje van Eerd, IHS, 19 November 2008 

